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Intermediate level Lesson  Bidding   

 

Fourth Suit Forcing to Game 

4th Suit Forcing is a very useful way of getting partner to bid again when we want 

to find out more information about their hand. It is commonly used for finding a 

stopper for No Trumps but it can also be helpful in other situations. 

Traditionally Fourth Suit Forcing by the responder is used with invitational and 

better hands (11+) to find more information from partner including delayed 

support, stopper for No Trumps etc. It was forcing for one round. 

The modern style is to play Fourth Suit Forcing as forcing to game. This means 

that responder needs a hand with 13+ points (or reasonable 12) to use Fourth Suit 

Forcing. 

In this lesson we will mainly be discussing the situation when Fourth Suit Forcing 

is made by the responder after opener has shown two suits, rebidding below the 

barrier (i.e. not after a reverse) 

 

HOW RESPONDER USES FOURTH SUIT FORCING 

When our side has bid three suits, a bid of the fourth suit ask partner to further 

describe his hand. It is forcing to game. Typically opener will have shown a two 

suited hand with 5-4 or better shape. 

The Fourth Suit Forcing bid is asking opener to give more detail about his shape 

or show a stopper for No Trumps. 

In the auction below we know that West has at least five hearts and at least four 

clubs accounting for nine of his cards, leaving four unknown cards. As East, we 

have enough for game but what is the best contract? There are four possibilities: 
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WHY PLAY FOURTH SUIT FORCING AS FORCING TO GAME? 

Opener does not have to jump rebid to show a strong hand and this means 

opener can describe his hand at the lowest level leaving more space for 

communication and a more precise auction e.g. in the example below West gets 

to show two features, the spade stopper and the secondary support for hearts.  

 

 

 

 

 

After three natural bids, East uses Fourth Suit Forcing to investigate the best 

game. West shows his spade stopper, but when East rebids his hearts to show a 

six card suit, West raises to the optimal contract of 4♥. 

This hand would be much more difficult for partnerships that play Fourth Suit 

Forcing as only forcing for one round. West wouldn't be able to bid a non-forcing 

2NT with 15 points, so would probably bid 3NT, over which East would have to 

pass. Clearly this is not the best contract. 

 

WHEN SPADES ARE THE FOURTH SUIT 

 

Note that a bid of 1♠ is in this auction is natural showing 4 

spades. Fourth Suit Forcing needs to be a jump to 2♠. 

 

Before starting a Fourth Suit Forcing sequence, we think of the possible contracts 

and what information we want to find out from partner. Knowing more about 

 

WHEN TO USE FOURTH SUIT FORCING  

Responder uses Fourth Suit Forcing when:   

1. He has a game forcing hand and the best contract is not clear. 

2. He has a possible slam going hand and needs more information from 

partner or there is no other slam try bid available. 
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Sometimes responder will use Fourth Suit Forcing rather than bid No Trumps 

when he has just a single stopper.  Perhaps a major suit contract may be better or 

No Trumps could be right if there is a second stopper. 

 

FORCING 

After Fourth Suit Forcing, opener describes his hand according to the following 

five priorities. 

1.  

2. Show extra length in own second suit. 

3. Show extra length in own first suit. 

4. Bid No Trumps with a stopper in the 4th suit. 

5. Rebid own suit with 5 good cards if no other bid possible. 

When both partners understand that the information will be shown in this order, it 

Forcing is showing or denying.  

QUIZ 

Question 1 You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

 1  Pass 1  

Pass 2  Pass ? 

 

Question 2. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

   1  

Pass 2  Pass 2  

Pass 3  Pass ? 

 

Your Hand: 

 K Q 8 7 6 

 A 7 

 A K 2 

 9 8 7 

 

Your Hand: 

 A Q 6 5 2 

 A J 9 4 

 9 

 K 7 2 
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Question 3. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

   1  

Pass 1  Pass 2  

Pass 2  Pass ? 

 

Question 4. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

   1  

Pass 1  Pass 2  

Pass 2  Pass ? 

 

Question 5. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

 1  Pass 1  

Pass 1  Pass ? 

 

 

Your Hand: 

 Q 6 5 

 A J 9 5 4 

 9 

 K Q 7 2 

 

Your Hand: 

 2 

 A K 7 6 2 

 7 4 

 A Q 8 7 2 

 

Your Hand: 

 8 7 

 K Q 10 7 4 

 A J 5 

 K 10 3 
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Question 6. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

 1  Pass 1  

Pass 1  Pass 2  

Pass 2  Pass ? 

 

Question 7. You are South. What is your next Bid? 

West North East South 

 1  Pass 1  

Pass 1  Pass 2  

Pass 2  Pass ? 

 

Answers 1. 

3  We want to go to game 

If responder repeats his suit below game it is not forcing 

2  is Non Forcing  

3  would be Invitational 

So we should bid 3 , 4th suit forcing, to ask partner for more information. 

Possible contracts could be 3NT or game in hearts, spades or diamonds 

depending on partner's reply to 4th suit forcing. 

2. 

3NT With no extra length in our first or second suit to show, we bid No Trumps 

to show our club stopper, without much extra above an opening hand. 

3. 

Your Hand: 

 8 7 

 K Q 10 7 4 

 A J 5 

 K 10 3 

Your Hand: 

 8 7 

 K Q 10 7 4 

 A J 5 

 K 10 3 
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2  We have already shown 5-4 shape in hearts and clubs. It will be useful for 

partner to know we have three spades. 

4. 

3  After partner's 4th Suit Forcing, 2NT would show a stopper in diamonds, 

, and we cannot show Spade support with a Singleton, 

so we simply complete showing our 5/5 Shape. 

5. 

2  It's likely that the best contract is 3NT, but if we make that bid immediately, 

we run the risk of finding partner with 3 card support for hearts (and hence 

a singleton club), in which case 4   would be better than 3NT. 

We can find out more about opener's hand by bidding the fourth suit. Here 

we would bid 2  , which doesn't say anything about our clubs but forces 

opener to bid again. This will enable us to choose intelligently between 3NT 

and 4 . 

6. 

4  After we bid the fourth suit ,  partner shows 3 card support which means 

they only hac one Club at most, and so 4  will be the best Contract. We 

jump to game as we have already forced to game, and in a game forcing 

auction, a leap to game shows minimum for the bidding so far (Fast Arrival) 

which is what we have.  3  would be a stronger hand, forcing, and shows 

interest in Slam. 

7. 

3NT Partner either has 6 diamonds, or 5 diamonds and nothing else to show. In 

either case we're happy to bid 3NT. Again, showing about 13-15, as 2NT 

would be stronger. i.e. 16+ (Fast Arrival) 

 

 

-Level Response 

-level

your next move with a strong hand? 

This lesson explores the options available to Opener when holding more than a 

minimum hand. 

Join Phill as he walks through key strategies and rebid structures, supported by 

practical illustrations and clear explanations. 
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Feedback Please 

Your feedback will assist us preparing future Lessons that will designed for you. 

Just 2 Questions 

Scale of 1 to 5: 

Too Easy     Well Suited    Too Hard 

1 2 3 4 5  

 

Q2. What topic(s) would you like us to present in future lessons? 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Please send your feedback to jim.naughtin@gmail.com 

We look forward to seeing you Next Week. 

Please feel free to contact : 

Jim jim.naughtin@gmail.com or  

Phill phillipfent@bigpond.com for more information. 
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